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SIA urges FCC to limit damage caused by radar detectors

Washington, DC — February 13, 2002 --

Today, the Satdllite Industry Association (“SIA”) urged the Federal Communications
Commission to take swift action to limit the harmful interference caused by radar detectors to
many Very Small Aperture Terminal (VSAT) networks. Current radar detectors are emitting
power levels that are greetly in excess of the norms established by the FCC for unlicensed
devices. Asaresult, these devices are disrupting vita communication links that thousands of
businesses, consumers, and safety services rely on every day.

“Thissituation isintolerable,” said SIA Executive Director, Richard DaBello. “These devices
—whichareillega in many states — are operating in a manner that is flatly inconsistent with
Commission rules and are imposing an unacceptable financia burden on VSAT operators.”
The SIA letter points out that a radar detector in an automobile passing by or parked near a
VSAT terminal or other satellite earth station can easily break the satellite communications
link.

The primary satellite operations affected by radar detectors are VSAT systems — the small,
easily deployed earth stations used for a host of consumer, corporate, and government
applications. Corporations use VSATSs for data transmission, inventory management, point-of -
sale data collection, credit card validation and email delivery. VSATS provide consumers a
variety of services including “pay-at-the-pump” gasoline and secure ATM withdrawals from
banks. VSATs are also used for critical operations such as tele-medicine, disaster recovery,
law enforcement, as well as rural telecommunications and distance learning.

The damage caused by radar detectorsis not limited to VSAT networks. Radar detectors
have aso caused harmful interference to other satellite operations, including mission critical
functions such as satellite tracking, telemetry and control, for which the loss of a single antenna
for even alimited period can have catastrophic consequences.

SIA isanational trade association representing the leading U.S. satellite manufacturers,
service providers, and launch service companies. SIA serves as an advocate for the U.S.
commercial satellite industry on regulatory and policy issues common to its members. With
member service companies providing a broad range of manufactured products and services,
SIA represents the unified voice of the U.S. commercial satellite industry.
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